
  

Press Release 

China Provides US$ 2.35 Million in Support  
of UNRWA Food Assistance in Gaza 

 
Naeima, a 50-year-old woman Palestine refugee, collects a food parcel from the UNRWA food distribution centre in Jabalia camp  

as a part of the emergency food assistance to the Palestine refugees in the Gaza Strip that is supported by the People’s Republic of China  
in partnership with UNRWA. ©2018 UNRWA Photo by Mohammed Hinnawi. 

21 December 2018 
Jerusalem 

The United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) acknowledges the generous 
contribution from the People’s Republic of China (PRC) of US$ 2.35 million in support of the Agency’s 2018 Emergency Appeal for the 
occupied Palestinian territory (oPt). 

This generous contribution from China contributed to the critical emergency food assistance to nearly one million abject and absolute 
poor Palestine refugees in Gaza from October through December 2018 as part of the Agency’s fourth round of 2018 emergency food 
distribution. Funding support of this nature remains critical in helping to mitigate the severity of food insecurity experienced amongst 
Palestine refugees living under blockade in Gaza.  

In referencing their support to the UNRWA Emergency Food Programme, His Excellency, Head of the Representative Office, People’s 
Republic of China to the Palestinian National Authority, Ambassador Guo Wei, said, “China attaches great importance to the vital role 
that UNRWA plays in alleviating the humanitarian situation of Palestine refugees and appreciates the work of UNRWA in providing 
health, education and other basic services to them. For this reason, the Chinese government has contributed an additional US$ 2 
million to UNRWA this year. I hope that these food packages can let the Palestinian people feel the sincere concern and help from the 
Chinese people. China is willing to continue supporting the work of UNRWA and provide more assistance to the Palestinian people." 

UNRWA Director of Operations in Gaza, Matthias Schmale, expressed his sincere gratitude to the Government of China for its support 
to the Agency: “China has been a strong and consistent supporter of UNRWA and this year provided additional assistance to the 



UNRWA Emergency Food Programme in Gaza at a time when the Agency was critically underfunded. China remains an important and 
valued donor to UNRWA and I sincerely thank them for their sustained commitment to the Agency and to Palestine refugees.” 

The People’s Republic of China has been a long-standing supporter of UNRWA. This year’s contribution represents a significant 
increase from previous years and raises China’s overall funding to the Agency to an unprecedented US$ 2.35 million. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

UNRWA is confronted with an increased demand for services resulting from a growth in the number of registered Palestine refugees, the extent of their 
vulnerability and their deepening poverty. UNRWA is funded almost entirely by voluntary contributions and financial support has been outpaced by the growth in 
needs. As a result, the UNRWA programme budget, which supports the delivery of core essential services, operates with a large shortfall. UNRWA encourages 
all Member States to work collectively to exert all possible efforts to fully fund the Agency’s programme budget. UNRWA emergency programmes and key 
projects, also operating with large shortfalls, are funded through separate funding portals. 

UNRWA is a United Nations agency established by the General Assembly in 1949 and mandated to provide assistance and protection to some 5.4 million 
Palestine refugees registered with UNRWA across its five fields of operation. Its mission is to help Palestine refugees in Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, West Bank, 
including East Jerusalem and the Gaza Strip achieve their full human development potential, pending a just and lasting solution to their plight. UNRWA services 
encompass education, health care, relief and social services, camp infrastructure and improvement, protection and 

microfinance._____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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